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In the collection of letters to Rutherford from W. H. Bragg there
are several dealing with the reflection of X-rays from crystals; beautiful
work, for which W. H. and his son W* L. Bragg obtained a Nobel
Prize in 1915. This great result rather emphasised the wave theory of
X-rays although obtained by the advocate of the corpuscular aspect*
J. J. Thomson has given an authoritative summary of the magni-
tude of Rutherford's scientific achievements during the years he spent
at McGill University:
Rutherford's scientific activity was never greater than when he was at
Montreal. In the years between coming to Cambridge and leaving
Montreal to be Professor of Physics at the University of Manchester
he had published between forty and fifty papers; a few of these were
joint papers, but the great majority were about researches of his own
which led to results of first-rate importance and which could not have
been obtained by anyone who was not an experimentalist of the very
first order.
On 24 May the Rutherfords arrived in England from Canada and
spent a few weeks in Manchester looking for a house and meeting new
colleagues. The summer was spent at Mullion and Mortehoe, where
they were joined by Mrs Newton and her son Charlie, then a medical
student at Edinburgh.
RUTHERFORD TO HIS MOTHER
The University, Manchester; 30 June 1907. You will have heard details
of our trip to England- At present I am staying here to make arrange-
ment for work and to get things well in hand for the beginning of the
session in October* The laboratory is very good, although not built so
regardless of expense as the laboratory at Montreal I went down to
London a week ago and attended a meeting of the Royal Society, the
Royal Society soiree, and a meeting of the Chemical Society* The soiree
at Burlington House was a big affair* Lord and Lady Rayleigh, President
of the Royal Society, received, and Balfour was present as well as most
of the scientists and their wives. On Friday night we were guests of the
staff of the Physics Laboratory and had a pleasant dinner. My pre-
decessor, Professor Schuster, was present and also Dr and Mrs Hale of